
INVITATION TO TENDER 
END-TERM EVALUATION, FOR UKRAINE EDUCATION RESPONSE CONSORTIUM: SAFE RETURN TO LEARNING PROJECT FUNDED BY DG ECHO AND IMPLEMENTED BY FCA, SCI, AND PIN SERVICE AGREEMENT

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Further to your enquiry regarding the publication of the above-mentioned Invitation to Tender, please see below and enclosed the list of documents which constitute the procurement documents. Electronic copy of these documents can be sent via email upon request.

A – Tender Information table
B – Instructions to tenderers
C – Draft Contract & Annexes:
	Annex 1: General Terms and Conditions for Service Contracts 
	Annex 2: Tender Submission form (to be completed by the tenderer)
	Annex 3: FCA Code of Conduct for Contractors and Service Providers
 



A. Tender Information Table

	1. 
	General Information

	1.1. 
	Contracting Authority
	Finn Church Aid

	1.2. 
	Invitation to tender reference no
	PR 303

	1.3. 
	Procurement Method
	Open Tender

	1.4. 
	Contract Title
	END-TERM EVALUATION, FOR UKRAINE EDUCATION RESPONSE CONSORTIUM: SAFE RETURN TO LEARNING PROJECT FUNDED BY DG ECHO AND IMPLEMENTED BY FCA, SCI, AND PIN SERVICE AGREEMENT



	1.5. 
	Contact Info
		Name/Position:
	Zhurbenko Marianna, Procurement Team leader

	Email:
	

	Physical Address:
	Ukraine, Kyiv




	1.6. 
	Link for tenderers
	
Playtender.com.ua

	2. 
	Timeline, tender submission & opening
(dates & hours are as per contracting authority time zone)

	2.1. 
	Date of issue of the Invitation to tender 
	4/1/2025
	2.2. 
	Deadline for submission of tenders (Date & Hour)
	4/22/2025 23:59
	2.3. 
	Deadline for sending questions to contracting authority
	3 days before submission deadline

	2.4. 
	How to send questions to the contracting authority
	Questions should be sent through the electronic supplier portal using the link above.
	2.5. 
	Last date on which clarifications are issued by the Contracting Authority
	3 days before submission deadline

	2.6. 
	Tender submission procedure
	
Tenders must be submitted using the link in 1.6.
Do not hesitate to contact the Contracting Authority if you have any technical difficulties.


	2.7. 
	Tender opening session date, hour & location
	4/23/2025


	2.8. 
	Tender opening session
	Tender opening session is held online. Tenderers which would like to participate in opening session will be sent a web link for participation. Please request the link from the contracting authority.


	3. 
	Content

	3.1. 
	Category of procurement
	Services

	3.2. 
	Scope of related services
	
Since 2022, FCA Ukraine has been implementing this initiative in partnership with Save the Children, People in Need, and War Child Holland, working across multiple regions, including Kyiv, Chernihiv, Sumy, Poltava, Kharkiv, Donetsk, Dnipro, Kherson, and Mykolaiv. The project is set to conclude in June 2025, making this final evaluation critical for measuring outcomes, identifying lessons learned, and providing actionable recommendations for future education interventions in humanitarian contexts.

The selected service provider will be responsible for designing and conducting a comprehensive evaluation, ensuring the use of mixed-method approaches to capture quantitative and qualitative insights. The evaluation will assess project achievements against its objectives, analyse the efficiency of implementation strategies, and provide an evidence-based review of its impact on children, educators, and communities. The findings will contribute to accountability, learning, and strategic planning for similar education-focused initiatives in Ukraine and beyond.


	3.3. 
	Is the tender divided into lots?
	NO


	3.4. 
	Delivery Location
	· Kyiv
· Chernihiv
· Sumy
· Kharkiv
· Donetsk
· Dnipro
· Kherson
· Mykolaiv

	3.5. 
	Delivery Deadline
	9/1/2025
	4. 
	Price and Validity of Tenders

	4.1. 
	Currency of Price
	EUR
	4.2. 
	Validity period of the tender (offer)
	30 Days
	5. 
	Eligibility Criteria (imposed on the tenderer)

	
	#
	Description
	Means of verification and required documentation

	1
	Company registration certificate 
	Submit a copy of the valid registration certificate. 

	2
	Demonstrated experience in conducting research/evaluations and assessments within the humanitarian sector, especially in challenging environments, with a particular emphasis on psychosocial support (PSS) and education interventions. 
	Provide at least one samples of a research, evaluation, or assessment report from previous work. 

	3
	Annex 2 (Proposal submission form)
	To be filled carefully and submitted





	6. 
	Contract Award Criteria

		1.
	Skills, Experience, and Track record company
	21%
	Scoring Methodology: 
· (3) points for each assessment conducted in the humanitarian sector.

· (5) points each if it’s specifically on education.

· (7) points each if it’s specifically on education and DG ECHO-funded project.

Maximum of (3) assessments/evaluations reports can be submitted.

Maximum score of 21 points.
Required Documentation: 
Samples of at least one and up to three reports from previous assessments, preferably related to education.

	2.
	Familiarity with the context, geographical region, and/or culture of the target population
	9%
	Scoring Methodology: 
· (1) project in the target country in the last 3 years: 3 points.

· (2-3) projects in the target country in the last 3 years: 6 points.

· (More than 3) projects in the target country in the last 3 years: 9 points.

Maximum score of 9 points.
Required Documentation:
· Proof of relevant experience in the target country in the last 3 years (e.g., contracts, reports, letters of recommendation.

	3.
	Proposed sample size
	5%
	Scoring Methodology: 


Confidence Level (5 points):
(5) points for a sample size corresponding to a 99% confidence level of the overall achievement.
(4) points for a 95% confidence level of the overall target achievement.
(2) points for a 90% confidence level of the overall achievement.


Maximum score of 5 points.

Required Documentation: 
Detailed explanation of the proposed sample size, justification for the sampling approach, and its relevance to the assessment.
· Mechanism for representing all the targeted beneficiary groups.

	4.
	Proposed methodology
	35%
	Scoring Methodology: 

· 10 points for a comprehensive and clear overall approach and strategy to achieve the assessment objectives.
· 15 points for the use of appropriate techniques, tools such as (KIIs, Questionnaires, and FGDs), and technologies, with detailed explanation.
· 10 points for incorporating the data triangulation principle, which involves using multiple data sources, methods, or perspectives to validate findings and enhance the credibility and robustness of the results.

Maximum score of 35 points.

Required Documentation: 
- Detailed description of methodology, including approach, techniques, tools, and how data triangulation will be applied.

	5.
	Proposed period of implementation and timetable
	5%
	Scoring Methodology:
Shortest timeframe receives highest score of 5 points, other candidates’ scores are calculated proportionally based on the lowest timeframe.

Maximum score of 5 points.

Required documentation 
· Clear timeline table.

	6.
	Financial score
	25%
	Lowest bid receives highest score of 25 points, other candidates’ scores are calculated proportionally based on the lowest bid.

Maximum score of 25 points.
Required documentation
Clear financial proposal




	7. 
	Legal

	7.1. 
	Language of the offers
	English
	7.2. 
	The law of the country governing the contract
	English

	8. 
	Contract Awarding

	8.1. 
	Type of contract
	Fixed term

	8.2. 
	Contract start date (estimate)
	5/14/2025
	8.3. 
	Contract end date (estimate)
	TBD

	8.4. 
	Language of the contract
	English 

	9. 
	Guarantee(s)








B. INSTRUCTIONS TO TENDERERS

In submitting a tender, the tenderer accepts in full and without restriction the special and general conditions governing the procurement contract as the sole basis of this tendering procedure, whatever his own conditions of sale may be, which he hereby waives. 
Tenderers are expected to examine carefully and comply with all instructions, forms, contract provisions and specifications contained in this tender dossier. 
Failure to submit a tender containing all the required information and documentation within the deadline specified will lead to the rejection of the tender. 
No account can be taken of any reservation in the tender as regards the tender dossier; any reservation will result in the immediate rejection of the tender without further evaluation.


Scope services
The subject of the contract is the provision of services as listed in A. Tender Information Table / Section 3.

	no.
	Description

	1
	Inception and Planning, desk reviews 

	2
	Development of Methodology, Questionnaire, and Data Management Tools 

	3
	Piloting survey and report 

	4
	Field Works (data collection and entry) 

	5
	Data analysis 

	6
	Submission of Draft Report 

	7
	Submission of Final Report 

	8
	Workshop and Presentation 




Delivery:
	The requested services shall be delivered to the location and on the dates as listed in A. Tender Information Table / Section 3.
	
General
The services to be purchased are for use by the Contracting Authority in its programme country as listed in A. Tender Information Table / Section 1.


Cost of Tender
The tenderer shall bear all costs associated with the preparation and submission of his tender and the Contracting Authority will in no case be responsible or liable for these costs, regardless of the conduct or outcome of the tender process.


Questions, clarification of tender documents and additional information
Tenderers may submit questions in writing to the Contracting Authority as per instructions and deadlines listed in A – Tender Information Table / Section 2.

Any clarification of the Invitation to Tender documents given by the Contracting Authority will be submitted to all tenderers at the same time (and prospective tenderers) at the latest on the date specified in the time table in A – Tender Information Table / Section 2.

Tenderers are not allowed to approach the Contracting Authority for oral clarification. Any (prospective) tenderer seeking to arrange individual meetings during the tender period with either the Contracting Authority and/or associated organisation may be excluded from the tender procedure.


[bookmark: _Ref65512101]Planned time table
The Contracting Authority reserves the right to alter the dates and time, in which case all tenderers will be informed in writing and a new timetable will be provided.
The time table can be found in A. Tender Information Table / Section 2.
The hours in the time table are as per time-zone of the country where the Contracting Authority is located.


Language of Tenders
The tenders, all correspondence and documents related to the tender exchanged by the tenderer and the Contracting Authority must be written in English. Supporting documents and printed literature furnished by the tenderer may be in local language.


Evaluation Process
Prior to the tenderer eligibility verification (as specified in B.8Exclusion from award of contracts & B.9Eligibility Criteria imposed on the tenderer) and detailed evaluation (as specified in B.10Contract Award Criteria) of the tenders, the procurement committee, (established by the Contracting Authority for the purposes of this tender procedure), shall ascertain whether the tenders;
· were submitted prior to tender submission deadline (Closing Date);
· have been properly signed; 
· have been submitted according to the submission procedure in A. Tender Information Table / Section 2; 
· and are otherwise generally in order. 

If a tender is not substantially responsive i.e. it contains more than irrelevant deviations from or reservations to the terms, conditions and specifications in the tender dossier, it shall not be considered further.
Then the procurement committee will examine the technical admissibility of each tender, classifying it as technically compliant or non-compliant. 
Tenders determined to be substantially responsive and technically compliant will be checked by the procurement committee for any arithmetic errors. Where there is a discrepancy between the amounts in the figures and words, the amount in words will govern. Where there are discrepancies between the unit price and the line item total, derived from multiplying the unit rate by the quantity, the unit rate as quoted will govern. If a tenderer refuses to accept the correction, his tender will be rejected.

[bookmark: _Ref94015692]Exclusion from award of contracts 
Tenderers are excluded if they are in one of the situations listed in article 16. of the Annex 1: General Terms & Conditions for Service Contracts.

Tenderers shall also comply with article 13. “Child Labour & Forced Labour” and article 14. “Mines” and article 15. “Anti-money laundering and combating the financing of terrorism” and article 17. Corrupt practices of the General Terms and Conditions for Service Contracts.

Tenderers are also excluded if any of the exclusion criteria here below applies to them:

a) participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA ( 1 );
b) corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union ( 2 ) and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA ( 3 ) as well as corruption as defined in the national law of the contracting authority or the economic operator;
c) fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’ financial interests ( 4 );
d) terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities, as defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA ( 5 ) respectively, or inciting or aiding or abetting or attempting to commit an offence, as referred to in Article 4 of that Framework Decision;
e) money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 1 of Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council ( 6 );
f) child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council;
g) Also a tenderer shall be excluded from participation in a procurement procedure where the contracting authority is aware that the tenderer is in breach of its obligations relating to the payment of taxes or social security contributions and where this has been established by a judicial or administrative decision having final and binding effect in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which it is established or with those of the contracting authority.

Tenderers shall, in the Annex 2: Tender Submission Form, attest that they meet the above requirements. If required by the Contracting Authority, the Tenderer whose tender is accepted shall further provide evidence satisfactory to the Contracting Authority of its eligibility through certificates issued by competent authorities in its country of establishment or operation, or, if such certificates are not available, through a sworn statement.

If the tenderer was selected through prequalification, the tenderer must only declare that he still conforms with the eligibility and qualification (selection) criteria applied in the course of that prequalification.

Contracts may not be awarded to tenderers who:
(a) are subject to conflict of interest
(b) Are guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required as a condition of participation and eligibility in the tender procedure or fail to supply this information.
(c) Perform, condone or tolerate corrupt, fraudulent, collusive or coercive practices, regardless of whether such practices can be attributed to this tender procedure;
(d) Attempt to influence the evaluation committee in the process of examination, clarification, evaluation and comparison of tenders, to obtain information on how the procedure is progressing or to influence the Contracting Authority in its decision concerning the award of the contract.


[bookmark: _Ref65511898][bookmark: _Ref94015717]Eligibility Criteria imposed on the tenderer
Tenderers will initially be verified for eligiblity according to eligibility criteria in A. Tender Information Table / Section 5. The listed documents must be submitted with the bid.
Tenderers which do not fulfill the eligibility criteria and/or do not provide the required documents will not be qualified for the tender evaluation.


[bookmark: _Ref94015764]Contract Award Criteria
The tenders which have qualified the eligibility criteria will be evaluated according to the contract award criteria in A. Tender Information Table / Section 6.

Documents comprising the Tender:
The Tenderer shall complete and submit the following documents with its tender:

a) Annex 2: Tender submission form with supporting documents
b) Documentation regarding B.8 Exclusion from award of contracts 
c) Documentation regarding B.9 Eligibility Criteria imposed on the tenderer
d) Documentation regarding B.10 Contract Award Criteria
e) all other relevant information that is required and that should be made known to the Contracting Authority

Price:
The price must be quoted in the currency as indicated in A. Tender Information Table / Section 4.
The price must be quoted in Annex 2: Tender Submission Form by the tenderer and it shall not be subject to adjustments on any account except as otherwise provided in the conditions of the contract.
The Price must include all costs related to the delivery of the services and no supplementary invoicing or other costs are accepted.


Validity period of the tenders
Tenders shall remain valid and open for acceptance for the period as indicated in A. Tender Information Table / Section 4 after the Closing Date for the submission of tenders.
Prior to the expiry of the original tender validity period, the Contracting Authority may ask for objective reasons tenderers in writing to extend this period. Tenderers that agree to do so will not be permitted to modify their tenders. If they refuse, their participation in the tender procedure will be terminated.


[bookmark: _Ref65511990]Submission of tenders and Closing Date
Tenders must be submitted as indicated in A. Tender Information Table / Section 2.
No tender may be changed or withdrawn after the deadline has passed.


Tender opening session
Tender opening information is indicated in A. Tender Information Table / Section 2.
If the tenderers are invited to the tender opening session, tenderers are requested to contact the contact person, at least one day in advance of the tender opening if they will attend.
Tenderer’s representatives who are present shall sign a register indicating their attendance.
At the tender opening, only the tenderers’ names and the total amount of the tenders will be read aloud and recorded.


Award of Contract
The Contracting Authority will award the contract to the tenderer whose tender has been determined to be substantially responsive to the tender dossier and technically compliant, and who has received the highest scoring in the tender evaluation.


Signature of Contract
a) The Contracting Authority will inform the successful tenderer(s) in writing that its tender has been accepted and inform the non-successful tenderers in writing about the result of the evaluation process. 

b) The Contracting Authority reserves the right to adjust the scope of procurement within a range of +/- 25% to remain within the available funds.


Cancellation for convenience
The Contracting authority may for its own convenience and without charge or liability cancel the tender process at any stage.




C. Draft Contract



CONTRACT TITLE:
 END-TERM EVALUATION, FOR UKRAINE EDUCATION RESPONSE CONSORTIUM: SAFE RETURN TO LEARNING PROJECT FUNDED BY DG ECHO AND IMPLEMENTED BY FCA, SCI, AND PIN SERVICE AGREEMENT

Invitation to Tender no.: PR 303




<insert name and address>
 ("The Contracting Authority"),

of the one part,
and

<insert name and address of supplier>
(“the Contractor”)


of the other part,
have agreed as follows:

Special Conditions


Scope of Agreement
End-term evaluation, for Ukraine Education Response Consortium: Safe Return to Learning project funded by DG ECHO and implemented by FCA, SCI, and PIN

The subject of the contract is the provision of the following services (hereinafter “service”) by the Contractor:
comprehensive evaluation, ensuring the use of mixed-method approaches to capture quantitative and qualitative insights. The evaluation will assess project achievements against its objectives, analyze the efficiency of implementation strategies, and provide an evidence-based review of its impact on children, educators, and communities. The findings will contribute to accountability, learning, and strategic planning for similar education-focused initiatives in Ukraine and beyond.
The final evaluation will cover project implementation sites across multiple regions in Ukraine, including:
· Kyiv
· Chernihiv
· Sumy
· Kharkiv
· Donetsk
· Dnipro
· Kherson
· Mykolaiv

These regions have been the focus of educational interventions under the Ukraine Education Response Consortium: Safe Return to Learning project, where various activities have been implemented to support children, educators, and schools affected by the ongoing crisis.
The evaluation will assess the impact of the project on the following key beneficiary groups:
· School-aged children (including internally displaced children and children with disabilities)
· Teachers and school psychologists, specifically those who received training on:
· Psychosocial Support (PSS)
· Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
· Psychological First Aid (PFA)
· Child Protection Mechanisms
· Catch-Up Programme
· School administrators and education authorities, focusing on their role in implementing educational interventions and inclusive education practices.
· Parents and caregivers who participated in awareness sessions on psychosocial well-being and safe learning environments.
· Community stakeholders and implementing partners engaged in project activities.
	no.
	Description

	1
	Inception and Planning, desk reviews 

	2
	Development of Methodology, Questionnaire, and Data Management Tools 

	3
	Piloting survey and report 

	4
	Field Works (data collection and entry) 

	5
	Data analysis 

	6
	Submission of Draft Report 

	7
	Submission of Final Report 

	8
	Workshop and Presentation 



Specifications
The service must correspond to the required specifications throughout the entire contract period. The service must also correspond to the information provided for the customer regarding the content, performance or other issues related to service quality.

The service must suit the purpose for which such service is usually employed. The quality of the service shall at least correspond to any sample and demonstration of it provided for the customer in advance.

The service must fulfil the regulations of the Ukrainian , as well as regulations issued by the authorities.

The Contractor shall provide the service prudently, with care and with such expertise that can reasonably be assumed from an expert service provider.


Language
The service shall be provided in the Ukrainian and English languages unless otherwise agreed. The persons providing the service must have the language skills required for performing the duties.


Monitoring service quality
The Contractor shall monitor the implementation of the service and service quality and shall report to the Contracting Authority on factors relating to the provision of the service in the agreed manner. The Contractor undertakes to develop its operations during the contract period in order to improve service quality. 

The Contracting Authority shall perform quality monitoring in accordance with its own needs. The Contractor must supply the information requested by the Contracting Authority for quality monitoring purposes by the agreed deadline.


Subcontracting
The Contractor bears overall responsibility for meeting the obligations under the procurement contract, regardless of whether the service provider is using subcontractors.


Price

The amount of this contract is fixed at <insert currency and price> and is not subject to revision. The Price must include all costs related to the delivery of the supplies and the services and no supplementary invoicing or other costs are accepted. It shall be the sole remuneration owed by the Contracting Authority to the Contractor under the contract.

adjustments, either Party has right to terminate the contract. The termination will take effect on the same day as the prices would be subject to adjustment.


				
Payment terms:
Payment shall be made in <state currency>, to the following account: 

<Insert provider’s bank account details>

Contract documents and their order of presence
The contract is made up of the following documents, in order of precedence:

1. this Service Contract 
2. Invitation to Tender documentation including the General Terms & Conditions for Service Contracts
3. Annex 2: Tender Submission Form and related and required documentation 
4. the Tender’s technical offer

The various documents making up the contract shall be deemed to be mutually explanatory; in cases of ambiguity or divergence, they should be read in the order in which they appear above. 

Entry into force / Duration
The contract shall enter into force and effect after signature by both parties of this service contract.

The Contract shall remain into force and effect until the end of the liability period as defined in the Annex 1 - General Terms and Conditions for Service Contracts.

Law and Disputes

The Law of the Country of the Contracting Authority shall govern all matters of the contract.

Any dispute or breach of contract arising under this contract which cannot be settled amicably, shall be finally settled by Economic Court in accordance with the laws of Ukraine.


Assigning of the contract 
The Contractor has no right to assign this contract to a third party without a prior consent from the Contracting Authority. 

		 
Done in English and Ukrainian  in two originals, one original being for the Contracting Authority and one original being for the Contractor.



	For the Contractor
	For the Contracting Authority

	Name:
	
	Name:
	

	

Title:
	
	

Title:
	

	

Signature:
	
	

Signature:
	

	
Date:
	
	
Date:
	

	
	
	
	

	Seal:
	
	Seal:
	







	Finn Church Aid
	Tender dossier for SERVICE
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ANNEX 1: GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR SERVICE CONTRACTS

1. [bookmark: _Ref28418659][bookmark: _Toc110316558]Definitions
In these general terms and conditions:
a) “contract” is the agreement entered into by the Contracting Authority and the Service Provider for the performance of the services, to which these general terms and conditions are made applicable; the contract is constituted of the documents listed in the Service Contract.
b) The Contracting Authority’s “partners” are the organisations to which the Contracting Authority is associated or linked;
c) “personnel” is any person assigned by the Service Provider to the performance of the services or any part hereof, whether through employment, sub-contracting or any other agreement; and “key experts” are those members of the personnel whose involvement is considered instrumental in the achievement of the contract objectives;
d) “beneficiary country” is the country where the services are to be performed, or where the project to which the services relate is located.

2. Relations between the parties
Nothing contained in the contract shall be construed as establishing a relation of master and servant or of agent and principal as between the Contracting Authority and the Service Provider. Except if otherwise provided in the contract, the Service Provider shall under no circumstances act as the representative of the Contracting Authority or give the impression that the Service Provider has been given such authority. The Service Provider has complete charge of the personnel and shall be fully responsible for the services performed by them.

3. Scope of Services
The scope of the services including the methods and means to be used by the Service Provider, the results to be achieved by its and the verifiable indicators are specified in the Contract and its annexes. The Service Provider shall be responsible for everything which is required for the performance of the services in accordance with what is specified in the contract, or which must otherwise be regarded as forming part of the services.

4. Compliance with laws and respect of traditions
The Service Provider shall respect and abide by all laws and regulations in force in the beneficiary country and shall ensure that its personnel, their dependants, and its local employees also respect and abide by all such laws and regulations. The Service Provider shall indemnify the Contracting Authority against any claims and proceedings arising from any infringement by the Service Provider, its personnel and their dependants of such laws and regulations.

The Service Provider, its personnel and their dependents shall respect human rights and undertake not to offend the political, cultural and religious practices prevailing in the beneficiary country.

5. Code of conduct
The Service Provider shall at all times act loyally and impartially and as a faithful adviser to the Contracting Authority and shall perform the services with due care, efficiency and diligence, in accordance with the best professional practice.

6. Discretion and confidentiality
The Service Provider shall treat all documents and information received in connection with the contract as private and confidential, and shall not, save in so far as may be necessary for the purposes of the performance thereof, publish or disclose any particulars of the contract without the prior consent in writing of the Contracting Authority. It shall, in particular, refrain from making any public statements concerning the project or the services without the prior approval of the Contracting Authority,

7. Conflict of interest
The Service Provider shall refrain from engaging in any activity which conflicts with its obligations towards the Contracting Authority under the contract.

The Service Provider shall take all necessary measures to prevent or end any situation that could compromise the impartial and objective performance of the Contract. Such conflict of interests could arise in particular as a result of economic interest, political or national affinity, family or emotional ties, or any other relevant connection or shared interest. Any conflict of interests which could arise during performance of the Contract must be notified in writing to the Contracting Authority without delay. The Service Provider shall replace, immediately and without compensation from the Contracting Authority, any member of its personnel exposed to such a situation.

8. Corrupt practices
The Service Provider and the personnel shall refrain from performing, condoning or tolerating any corrupt, fraudulent, collusive or coercive practices, whether such practices are in relation with the performance of the contract or not. “Corrupt practice” means the offering, giving, receiving, or soliciting, directly or indirectly, of anything of value as an inducement or reward for doing or forbearing to do any act in relation to the contract or any other contract with the Contracting Authority, or for showing favour or disfavour to any person in relation to the contract or any other contract with the Contracting Authority. 

The payments to the Service Provider under the contract shall constitute the only income or benefit it may derive in connection with the contract and neither it nor its personnel shall accept any commission, discount, allowance, indirect payment or other consideration in connection with, or in relation to, or in discharge of, its obligations under the contract.

The execution of the contract shall not give rise to unusual commercial expenses. Unusual commercial expenses are commissions not mentioned in the contract or not stemming from a properly concluded contract referring to the contract, commissions not paid in return for any actual and legitimate service, commissions remitted to a tax haven, commissions paid to a recipient who is not clearly identified or commission paid to a company which has every appearance of being a front company.

The Service Provider further warrants that no official of the Contracting Authority and/or their partner has received or will be offered by the Service Provider any direct or indirect benefit arising from this contract.

9. Joint venture or consortium
If the Service Provider is a joint venture or a consortium of two or more legal persons, all such persons shall be jointly and severally bound to fulfil the terms of the contract. The person designated by the joint venture or consortium to act on its behalf for the purposes of this contract shall have the authority to bind the joint venture or consortium.

For the purposes of performance of the contract, the joint venture or consortium shall act as, and be considered, a single person and, in particular, shall have bank account opened in its name, shall submit to the Contracting Authority single guarantees if required, and shall submit single invoices and single reports.

The composition of the joint venture or a consortium shall not be altered without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority.
[bookmark: _Toc110316562]
10. Specifications and designs
The Service Provider shall prepare all specifications and designs using accepted and generally recognised systems acceptable to the Contracting Authority and taking into account the latest design criteria.
[bookmark: _Toc110316563]
11. Information
The Service Provider shall furnish the Contracting Authority or any person authorised by the Contracting Authority with any information relating to the services and the project as the Contracting Authority may at any time request.

12. Reports
The frequency, deadlines, format and contents of the reports to be drawn up by the Service Provider in relation to the performance of the contract shall be described in the Contract and its annexes.
 
13. Service Provider’s personnel
13.1  The Service Provider shall employ and provide such qualified and experienced personnel as are required to carry out the services, and the Service Provider shall be responsible for the quality of the personnel.

The Service Provider must inform the Contracting Authority of all non-expert personnel it intends to use for the implementation of the contract. The Contracting Authority shall have the right to oppose the Service Provider’s choice of personnel.

[bookmark: _Ref22648122]13.2 The Service Provider shall provide a replacement of personnel with at least equivalent qualifications and experience. 


13.3. If the personnel is nominated in the Contract, no changes shall be made in the personnel without the prior consent of the Contracting Authority. The Service Provider shall provide a replacement with at least equivalent qualifications and experience and acceptable to the Contracting Authority if:

a) on account of death, sickness or accident, a member of the Personnel is unable to continue providing his services,
b) any member of the personnel is found by the Contracting Authority to be incompetent in discharging or unsuitable for the performance of his duties under the Contract,
c) for any reasons beyond the control of the Service Provider, it becomes necessary to replace any member of the Personnel.

The request for replacement must be made in writing and state the reasons therefore. The Service Provider shall proceed swiftly with the request and propose a replacement with at least equivalent qualifications and experience. The remuneration to be paid to the replacement cannot exceed that received by the replaced member of the personnel.

Failure by the Service Provider to propose a replacement for a key expert satisfactory to the Contracting Authority, shall give the right to the Contracting Authority to terminate the contract.

13.1 Additional costs arising out of a replacement shall be borne by the Service Provider.

13.5. If it is agreed on the remuneration on an hourly/daily/weekly/monthly rate basis, and if not otherwise stated in the special conditions, the days and hours of work of the Service Provider or/and its personnel in the beneficiary country shall be fixed on the basis of the laws, regulations and customs of the beneficiary country and the requirements of the services.
13.6. Any taking of holiday leave by the personnel during the period of implementation of the contract must be at a time approved by the Contracting Authority.

Overtime, sick leave pay and holidays leave pay are deemed to be covered by the Service Provider’s remuneration.
14. Sub-Contracting
Except from the Sub-Service Providers listed in the contract, the Service Provider shall not sub-contract to nor engage another independent Service Provider to perform any part of the services without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority. Sub-Service Providers must satisfy the eligibility criteria applicable for the award of the contract.

The Contracting Authority shall have no contractual relations with the sub-Service Providers. The provisions of the contract, including these general terms and conditions, and in particular article 13. shall, where practicable, apply to the sub-Service Providers and their personnel.

15. [bookmark: _Ref22649093] Liability
At its own expense, the Service Provider shall indemnify, protect and defend, the Contracting Authority, its agents and employees, from and against all actions, claims, losses or damages arising from any act or omission by the Service Provider in the performance of the services, including any violation of any legal provisions, or rights of third parties, in respect of patents, trademarks and other forms of intellectual property such as copyrights.

Approval by the Contracting Authority of the Service Provider’s reports and issue of Completion Certificate shall not relieve the Service Provider of its liability and shall not prevent the Contracting Authority from claiming damages.

The Service Provider shall remain liable for any breach of its obligations under the contract for such period after the services have been performed as may be determined by the law governing the contract (the “liability period”). This time limit does not however apply when the damage arises from gross negligence or wilful misconduct of the Service Provider.

During the liability period, or as soon as practicable after its expiration, the Service Provider shall, at its expense, upon instruction of the Contracting Authority, remedy any deficiencies in the performance of the services. In case of default on the part of the Service Provider to carry out such instructions, the Contracting Authority shall be entitled to hire another Service Provider to carry out the same, at the Service Provider’s expense.
[bookmark: _Toc110316564]
16. Insurance 
Within 20 days of signing the contract, the Service Provider shall take out and maintain, at its own cost, a full indemnity insurance policy covering its professional liability under the contract and article 15, from the commencement date and until the end of the liability period.

Within 20 days of signing the contract, the Service Provider shall take out and maintain a full indemnity insurance policy for a sum up to the higher of the maximum amount foreseen by the legislation of the country of the Contracting Authority and the amount foreseen by the legislation of the country in which the Service Provider has its headquarters and covering, during the period of implementation of the contract, the following risks:

a)	loss of or damage to property purchased with funds provided under the contract, or produced by the Service Provider;
b)	loss or damage to equipment, material and office facilities made available to the Service Provider by the Contracting Authority;
c)	civil liability for accidents caused to third parties arising out of acts performed by the Service Provider, its personnel and their dependents;
d)	employer’s liability and workers’ compensation in respect of the personnel as well as sickness, accident or death affecting the personnel and their dependents, including the cost of repatriation on health grounds;
e)	such other insurance as required by the laws in force in the beneficiary country.
[bookmark: _Ref28000431][bookmark: _Toc110316565]
Prior to the commencement date, the Service Provider shall provide evidence to the Contracting Authority that the above insurances have been effected. During execution of the contract, the Service Provider shall, when required, provide the Contracting Authority with copies of the insurance policies and the receipts for payment of premiums.

17. Intellectual and industrial property rights
Unless otherwise stated in the special conditions, all reports and data such as maps, diagrams, drawings, specifications, plans, statistics, calculations, databases, software and supporting records or materials acquired, compiled or prepared by the Service Provider in the performance of the contract shall, with the copyright thereto, be the absolute property of the Contracting Authority. The Service Provider shall, upon completion of the contract, deliver all such documents and data to the Contracting Authority. The Service Provider may not retain copies of such documents and data and shall not use them for purposes unrelated to the contract without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority.

The Service Provider shall not publish articles relating to the services or refer to them when carrying out any services for others, or divulge information obtained from the Contracting Authority, without the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority.
[bookmark: _Toc110316580]
18. Records 
18.1. The Service Provider shall keep separate, accurate and systematic records and accounts in respect of the services in such form and detail as is customary in the profession and sufficient to establish accurately that the actual reimbursable expenditure identified in the Service Provider's invoice(s) have been duly incurred for the performance of the services.

18.2. For a fee-based contract, timesheets recording the days worked by the Service Provider's personnel must be maintained by the Service Provider. The timesheets must be approved by the Contracting Authority or any person authorised by the Contracting Authority or the Contracting Authority itself on a monthly basis. The amounts invoiced by the Service Provider must correspond to these timesheets. In the case of long-term experts, these timesheets must record the number of days worked. In the case of short-term experts, these timesheets must record the number of hours worked. Time spent travelling exclusively and necessarily for the purpose of the Contract may be included in the numbers of days or hours, as appropriate, recorded in these timesheets.

18.3. Above-mentioned records or any other records agreed in the specific terms must be kept for a 10-year period after the final payment made under the contract. These documents comprise any documentation concerning income and expenditure and any inventory, necessary for the checking of supporting documents, including timesheets, plane and transport tickets, pay slips for the remuneration paid to the experts and invoices or receipts for reimbursable expenditure. Failure to maintain such records constitutes a breach of contract and will result in the termination of the contract.
[bookmark: _Ref27905352]
18.4. Failure to maintain above-mentioned records or any other records agreed in the specific terms constitutes a breach of contract and will result in the termination of the contract.

19. Obligations of Contracting Authority
The Contracting Authority shall provide the Service Provider as soon as possible with any information and/or documentation at its disposal which may be relevant to the performance of the contract.

On all matters properly referred to it in writing by the Service Provider, the Contracting Authority shall give its decisions so as not to delay the services, and within a reasonable time.

It shall be stated in the special conditions if the Contracting Authority is to provide the Service Provider with equipment, facilities, counterpart personnel or specific assistance and under which conditions. If the provision of such agreed counterpart personnel, equipment, facilities and assistance is delayed or not forthcoming, the Service Provider shall endeavor to perform the Services as far as is possible. The parties shall agree on how the affected parts of the services shall be carried out, and the additional payments, if any is due, to be made by the Contracting Authority to the Service Provider as a result of additional expenditures. 

20. Contract Price and Payments
20.1. In consideration of the services performed by the Service Provider under the contract, the Contracting Authority shall make to the Service Provider such payments and reimbursement of costs as provided in the contract. Costs and expenses must be actually and reasonably incurred in the performance of the services.

20.2. In case of fee-based contract, fees shall be determined on the basis of time actually spent by the key experts in the performance of services at the fee rates specified in the contract. Fee rates are deemed to remunerate all the activities of the Service Provider in the performance of the services and to cover all expenses and costs incurred by the Service Provider which are not included in the agreed reimbursable costs.

20.3. In case of global price contract, the global price covers both the Service Provider’s and its personnel’s fees and all expenses to be incurred for the performance of the contract. The global price is in consideration for all obligations of the Service Provider under the contract and all matters and things necessary for the proper execution and completion of the services and the remedying of any deficiencies therein.

20.4. Costs, fees and expenses which are not mentioned in the contract shall be deemed to be included in the costs, fees and expenses mentioned in the contract.

20.5. The currency of payments and reimbursable costs are set out in the contract.

20.6. Unless otherwise stipulated in the contract, the costs, fees and expenses shall not be revised.

20.7. Guarantees
In the case an advance payment for fees and for reimbursable costs (fee-based contract) or a pre-financing payment (global price contract) is agreed in the contract, its payment by the Contracting Authority shall be subject to the prior presentation by the Service Provider to the Contracting Authority of an approved performance security, advance payment or pre-financing guarantee, if so agreed and under the conditions specified in the Service Contract.

20.8. Conditions of Payment
Payments will be made by the Contracting Authority with the frequency, instalments, time limits, amounts and currencies, and under the conditions, in particular on the contents of invoices, specified in the special conditions of the contract.  

If the contract includes completion of a certain work or service, payment of the final balance shall be subject to performance by the Service Provider of all its obligations under the contract and the issue by the Contracting Authority of the completion certificate described in article 25.

20.9. Late payment
[bookmark: _Toc110162055][bookmark: _Toc110162232][bookmark: _Toc110162345][bookmark: _Toc110227214][bookmark: _Toc110316511][bookmark: _Toc110316582][bookmark: _Ref500222817][bookmark: _Ref500222925][bookmark: _Toc110316610]If the time periods laid down for payments by the Contracting Authority have been exceeded by more than two months and where the Contracting Authority cannot invoke a case of suspension or withholding of payments provided for in these terms and conditions, the Service Provider may claim interest calculated on any amount due, prorata on the number of days of delay at the official bank rate of the beneficiary country (if amounts due are in the currency of that country), or at the rate applied by the European central bank (where amounts due are in Euro), plus 2% per year. 

21. Delays in performance
21.1. If not otherwise stated in the special conditions of the contract, if the Service Provider does not perform the services within the period of implementation/performance specified in the contract or its annexes, the Contracting Authority shall, without formal notice and without prejudice to its other remedies under the contract, be entitled to liquidated damages for every day, or part thereof, which shall elapse between the end of the period of implementation/performance specified in the contract and the actual end of the period of implementation/performance as follows:

21.2. In case it’s mutually agreed upon total amount that the Contracting Authority pays to a contractor on completion of the contract (contract price), the daily rate for liquidated damages is calculated by dividing the contract value by the number of days of the period of implementation. 
If these liquidated damages exceed more than 15% of the contract value, the Contracting Authority may, after giving notice to the Service Provider:
a) terminate the contract; and
b) complete the services at the Service Provider's own expense.

21.3. In case of framework agreement, the daily rate for liquidated damages is 10 % of the value of the delayed order of service/delivery/other performance. If the delay is more than 5 days, the Contracting Authority has right to cancel the order with no expense and order the performance from a third service provider. If the delays in performance are frequent, the Contracting Authority has right to terminate the contract.

22. Breach of contract
Either party commits a breach of contract where it fails to discharge any of its obligations under the contract.

Where a breach of contract occurs, the party injured by the breach shall be entitled to the following remedies:
a) liquidated damages; and/or
b) termination of the contract.

In any case where the Contracting Authority is entitled to damages, it may deduct such damages from any sums due to the Service Provider or call on the appropriate guarantee.

The Contracting Authority shall be entitled to compensation for any damage which comes to light after the contract is completed in accordance with the law governing the contract.

23. [bookmark: _Ref500222874][bookmark: _Ref500222944][bookmark: _Ref500222953][bookmark: _Ref500223698]Amendment of the contract
Substantial modifications to the contract, including modifications to the total contract amount, must be made by means of an addendum. 

24. Completion certificate
If the contract includes deadline for completion of services. upon completion and once (a) the Contracting Authority has approved the Service Provider’s completion report, (b) the Contracting Authority has approved the Service Provider’s final invoice and final audited statement, the Contracting Authority shall deliver a completion certificate to the Service Provider.

25. [bookmark: _Toc110316614]Termination by the Contracting Authority
[bookmark: _Ref500230046]25.1. The Contracting Authority may terminate the contract after giving a 7 days' notice to the Service Provider in any of the following cases:
a) the Service Provider is in breach of its obligations under the contract and/or fails to carry out the services substantially in accordance with the contract;
b) the Service Provider fails to comply within a reasonable time with the notice given by the Contracting Authority requiring it to make good the neglect or failure to perform its obligations under the contract which seriously affects the proper and timely performance of the services;
c) the Service Provider refuses or neglects to carry out instructions given by the Contracting Authority;
d) the Service Provider’s declarations in respect if its eligibility (article 32) and/or in respect of article 30, article31 and article 32, appear to have been untrue, or cease to be true;
e) the Service Provider takes some action without requesting or obtaining the prior consent of the Contracting Authority in any case where such consent is required under the contract;
f) any organisational modification occurs involving a change in the legal personality, nature or control of the Service Provider or the joint venture or consortium, unless such modification is recorded in an addendum to the contract;
g) the Service Provider fails to provide the required guarantees or insurance, or the person providing the underlying guarantee or insurance is not able to abide by its commitments.

25.2. Termination by Contracting Authority for convenience
Unless otherwise stated in the special conditions, the Contracting Authority may terminate the contract in whole or in part for its convenience, upon not less than 14 days’ notice. The Contracting Authority shall not use this right of termination in order to arrange for the services to be executed by another Service Provider, or to avoid a termination of the contract by the Service Provider.

26. Termination by the Service Provider
The Service Provider may terminate the contract after giving a 7 days’ notice to the Contracting Authority in any of the following cases:
a) the Service Provider has not received payment of that part of any invoice which is not contested by the Contracting Authority, within 90 days of the due payment date,
b) the Contracting Authority is in material breach of its obligations under the Contract and has not taken any actions to remedy the same within 30 days following the receipt by the Contracting Authority of the Service Provider’s notice specifying such breach.

If the Service Provider is a natural person, the contract shall be automatically terminated if that person dies.

27. Rights and obligations upon termination
[bookmark: _Ref22648769]27.1. Upon termination of the contract by notice of either party to the other, the Service Provider shall take immediate steps to bring the services to a close in a prompt and orderly manner and in such a way as to keep costs to a minimum.

27.2. If the Contracting Authority terminates the contract in accordance with article 25.1 it may, thereafter, complete the services itself, or conclude any other contract with a third party. 

27.3. The Contracting Authority shall, as soon as is possible after termination, certify the value of the services and all sums due to the Service Provider as at the date of termination. 

27.4. In case of termination of the contract for any reason whatsoever, any pre-financing guarantee which might have been granted to the Contracting Authority under article 20.7, may be invoked forthwith by the Contracting Authority in order to repay any balance still owed to the Contracting Authority by the Service Provider, and the guarantor shall not delay payment or raise objection for any reason whatever.

27.5. If the Contracting Authority terminates the contract under article 25.1, it shall be entitled to recover from the Service Provider any loss it has suffered up to that part of the contract value which corresponds to that part of the services which has not, by reason of the Service Provider’s default, been satisfactorily completed.

28. [bookmark: _Toc110316616]Force Majeure
Neither party shall be considered to be in breach of its obligations under the contract if the performance of such obligations is prevented by any circumstances of force majeure which arise after the date of signature of the contract by both parties.
The term "force majeure", as used herein shall mean acts of God, strikes, lock-outs or other industrial disturbances, acts of the public enemy, wars, whether declared or not, blockades, insurrection, riots, epidemics, landslides, earthquakes, storms, lightning, floods, washouts, civil disturbances, explosions, and any other similar unforeseeable events, beyond the control of either party and which by the exercise of due diligence neither party is able to overcome.
A party affected by an event of force majeure shall take all reasonable measures to remove such party's inability to fulfil its obligations hereunder with a minimum of delay.
[bookmark: _Ref500223777]
If either party considers that any circumstances of force majeure have occurred which may affect performance of its obligations it shall notify the other party immediately giving details of the nature, the probable duration and likely effect of the circumstances. Unless otherwise directed by the Contracting Authority in writing, the Service Provider shall continue to perform its obligations under the contract as far as is reasonably practicable, and shall seek all reasonable alternative means for performance of its obligations which are not prevented by the force majeure event. The Service Provider shall not put into effect such alternative means unless directed so to do by the Contracting Authority.

29. Applicable law & disputes
The contract is governed by, and shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the Contracting Authority’s country.

Any dispute or breach of contract arising under this contract shall be solved amicably if at all possible. If not possible and unless provided in the Service Contract, dispute shall be finally settled by competent court in Contracting Authority’s country in accordance with the laws of Contracting Authority’s country,

30. [bookmark: _Ref22649308]Child Labour and Forced Labour
The Service Provider (and each member of a joint venture or a consortium) warrants that it and its affiliates comply with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child - UNGA Doc A/RES/44/25 (12 December 1989) with Annex – and that it or its affiliates has not made or will not make use of forced or compulsory labor as described in the Forced labor Convention and in the Abolition of Forced Labor Convention 105 of the International Labor Organization. Furthermore the Service Provider warrants that it, and its affiliates, respect and uphold basic social rights and working conditions for its employees. Any breach of this representation and warranty, in the past or during the performance of the contract, shall entitle the Contracting Authority to terminate this contract immediately upon notice to the Service Provider, at no cost or liability for the Contracting Authority.

31. [bookmark: _Ref22649333]Mines 
The Service Provider and each member of the joint venture or a consortium warrants that it and its affiliates is NOT engaged in any development, sale or manufacture of anti-personnel mines and/or cluster bombs or components utilized in the manufacture of anti-personnel mines and/or cluster bombs. Any breach of this representation and warranty shall entitle the Contracting Authority to terminate this contract immediately upon notice to the Contractor, at no cost or liability for the Contracting Authority.

32. [bookmark: _Ref22649285]Ineligibility 
By signing the purchase order, the Service Provider (or, if a joint venture or a consortium, any member thereof) certifies that they are NOT in one of the situations listed below: 
a) They are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administrated by courts, have entered into an agreement with creditors, have suspended business activities, are the subject of proceedings concerning house matters, or are in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations; 
b) They have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a judgement that has the force of res judicata;
c) They have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means that the Contracting Authority can justify;
d) They have not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which they are established or with those of the country of the Contracting Authority or those of the country where the contract is to be performed;
e) They have been the subject of a judgement that has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation or any other illegal activity detrimental to the Contracting Authority or the European Union’s financial interests;
f) Following another procurement procedure or grant award procedure financed by the European Union budget or other donor or following another procurement procedure carried out by the Contracting Authority or one of their partners, they have been declared to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply with their contractual obligations.

33. Anti-money laundering and combating the financing of terrorism
33.1. The Service Provider/s and any sub-Service Provider/s certifies/certify none of the funds provided under this contract are used directly or indirectly to assist in, sponsor, or provide support for acts of terrorism or to support organizations or persons listed as terrorists on lists maintained by the United States government, the United Nations, the European Union, and other entities. 

33.2. The Service Provider/s and any sub-Service Provider/s authorize the verification of their company identity, whether through third parties or official government databases or by any other means considered by the Contracting Authority as appropriate for the compliance of its duties with anti-money laundering and combating the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) policies and any requirements imposed by applicable laws. 

33.3. Natural persons authorize the verification by submitting an informed consent form as requested by the Contracting Authority.



34. Checks and Audits
The Service Provider shall permit the Contracting Authority or its representative to inspect, at any time, records including financial and accounting documents and to make copies thereof and shall permit the Contracting Authority or any person authorized by it, including the European Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Office and the Court of Auditors in case the contract is financed by the European Union budget, at any time, to have access to its financial accounting documents and to audit such records and accounts both during and after the provision of the services. In particular, it may carry out whatever documentary or on-the-spot checks it deems necessary to find evidence in case of suspected unusual commercial expenses

If the Service includes purchases that are financed by backdonor funds, and FCA has agreed with the backdonor about conducting tests on FCA´s Service Providers, the Service Provider shall allow the backdonor to conduct tests on them according to the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.


35. Settlement of disputes
35.1. The parties shall make every effort to settle amicably any dispute, which may arise between them. Once a dispute has arisen, the parties shall notify each other in writing of their positions on the dispute and any solution, which they consider possible. If either party deems it useful, the Parties shall meet and try and settle the dispute. A party shall respond to a request for amicable settlement within 30 days of such a request. The maximum period laid down for reaching such a settlement shall be 120 days from the commencement of the procedure. Should the attempt to reach an amicable settlement fail or a party fail to respond in time to requests for a settlement, either party shall be free to proceed to the next stage of the dispute-settlement procedure by notifying the other.


35.2. Unless otherwise stated in the special conditions of the contract, any dispute or breach of contract arising under this contract which cannot be settled amicably, shall be finally settled by competent court in Contracting Authority’s country in accordance with the laws of Contracting Authority’s country.

